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NEWSLETTER

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF SANTUIT & COTUIT

Museum to add
new exhibit,
circa 180
Ice House

Due to the generosity of Eric Sliska,
The Historical Society has been 3 e el
gifted an ice hous PP : e m—— |
The ice house was relocated Friday A ¥ ==
September 18" from Ocean View
to the HSSC, accompanied by the
police, several Nstar vehicles and
led by Hayden Moving Inc. While #®
currently resting on girders at the = .
Historical Society, our intent is to .
have it open and operational in the
near future.

What do George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Cape Codders have in
common? Ice houses! Prior to the advent of electric refrigeration, ice houses were used to store ice and
keep it cool. The houses were constructed with an ou
an insulation of salt hay, shavings, sawdust, seaweed, or pine needles was stuffed. Ten inches of sand
formed the floor of the ice house providing drainage for the melting ice. The natural ice was tightly stacked

and insulated from warm temperatures with salt hay, shavings or sawdust packed around the ice. Ice houses

were typically built out in the open away from tree cover. This was done to keep the house dry, as dampness

is the worst condition in which to attempt to store ice. In addition, some houses had painted white roofs to de-
flect the sunds rays. In the mid 18006s, a 10 foot b
an average Cape Cod family. A ton of ice took up just less than fifty square feet.

Starting in the cold winter months of the 1700s, ice was harvested from Lewis, Eagle, and No Bottom Ponds
for use in Cotuit homes and hotels. The frozen ponds were marked into rows for cutting uniform blocks of ice

at least 120 thick. Long saws with | arge t-3@pgodndsc u't
The heavy blocks of floating ice were guided to the
transported to the ice houses. This was wusually a ¢

mild, so the ice harvesting season was very brief.

Harvested ice was delivered to homes and hotels by horse and wagon during the summer. It was used to
preserve foods, cool a drink, or make ice cream.

The society will be applying for grants to refurbish the ice house which needs new roofing, new siding and a
new foundation. We are so excited to have this become a permanent historic edifice on our grounds. We wel-
come any donations toward this refurbishment project.


mailto:rjmycock@mycockagency.com

Cotart from

My my how time goes by, or
was this the summer that
never was! In spite of the
weather we had a very suc-
cessful season. Our taste of
Cotuit was another sell out
evening with splendid
weather and fabulous food.
Kudos to Bruce Wallin and
his committee, Joe Ger-
gyes, Curtis Newcomber
and Terilyn Mazza for their
hard work in putting to-
gether this event. Our Co-
tuit Chronicle lecture series
has had some interesting
talks with one more to go.
We are looking for inter-
esting new subjects for next
year 0s serie
event should prove to be
entertaining and fun for the
entire family. Join us in
celebrating our Harvest
Festival on October 10™.
Joan Cornell in period cos-
tume, will be demonstrating
open hearth cooking in the
Homestead fireplace and
many other activities will be
held on the grounds of the
Homestead.

The Homestead and
Museum are closed for the
season. However the gift
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shop will be open Satur-
days through Columbus
weekend, Thanksgiving
weekend and Saturday Dec
5, for Christmas in Cotuit
which is our annual end of
season sale.

Thanks to all of you who
have joined and/or renewed
your memberships this
year. We realize that times
are tough and appreciate
your support. Memberships
help us maintain the Mu-
seum, Homestead and gift
shop. And of course to
those docents who willingly
give of their time each
weekend all summer long.

As westart ourn2@1f sea-

son planning if you are in-
terested in volunteering
your time as docent, volun-
teer at one of our events or
consider a board position
please contact us at co-
tuithssc@verizon.net. We
look forward to seeing you
at the Harvest Festival and
Christmas in Cotuit.

Joyce Ginouves,
President

Cotuit Chronicles

Wrapping up our successful lecture series, our final lecture
will be October 21 at 7:00 at the Cotuit Library with a lec-
ture on the Brahmins of Cotuit. Jeremy Murphy, a Beacon
Hill historian, joins HSSC Historian Jim Gould, to reveal the

Bostoni an

connection wi t h

cal history buffs are invited to add what they know about

Brahmin

families such as

the Putnams, Lowells,

Coolidges,Codmans, Perkinses, Cabots and others.

Cot

Historic
Plaque Project

While Cotuit is a very historic
village, many homes go unrecog-
nized and historically unappreci-
ated due to a lack of denoting the
date of construction on the outside
of the structure. To rectify this
situation, HSSC through its educa-
tion funds, is undertaking a project
to identify these houses, and
obtain the homeowners agreement
to build and fund a circa (year built)
plaque for the outside of the
houses. While this will be a multi-
ple year project, the 1% phase will
be those early Santuit homes.
Later phases will include Cotuit
port and Cotuit Highgrounds.

IN MEMORIAM

Remembering George Souza
(October 4, 1929 -July 20, 2009)

Anyone who visited the HSSC (ift
shop was greeted effusively by
George Souza. For many years,
George engaged customers from
the weather, to the Red Sox, to the
many new gift shop treasures for
sale. Many customers returned not
to purchase but t
attention, he never forgot a cus-
tomer. Our condolences go out to
his family. George was born Octo-
ber 4, 1929, graduated from Barn-
stable High School, and served in
the Army during the Korean War.
He worked at Osterville House and
Garden and at the Chatham Hard-
ware Store where he was a co-

QPEf- pHE Was alsiagwn forchis ¢ ¢ 5

rabbit collection and for his love of
poodles.

Cotuit Chronicle Series is free for members.
Non-members $3.00

The NEWSLETTER of the Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit is published
3 times a year and is distributed free to HSSC members.




