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INTERVIEW WITH FLORENCE HASKIN RYIER
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Q MARCH 2, 1978, TLORENCE HASKIN RYDER. Y0U WERE 3Z0ORN, IN
COTUIT - NOT IN COTUIT, BUT YOU WERE BORN IN 182C.

A JUNE 16, 1890C. IN ORANGEZ, MASSACEUSETTS. MY FATEER WAES IR,
S.T. EASKINE. HEZ PRACTICED EERE IN COTUIT FOR  ALMOST FORTY
YEH\S. ZE WAS FIRST IN COLLEGE, DARTMOUTH COLLIGE, ALND =ZE
GRADUATED2 TEERE ON THE MEDICAL S5CHOOL. AND LATER, EIZ WIZINT TO
TELR UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, WHERE HEZ GRADUATED AS A FEYSICIAN ALRD
SURGEON. AFTER THAT, EE CAME TO CAPE COD. TO PRACTICE, WAY DOWX
IN TRURC. HE S5TAYED TH".E A LITTLE &ZIL:, ANDT TEEN CAME vz IO
YARMOUTHPORT ., WHERE EE ATT“\“77 MANY FPRMILIES. ANT MY
CRANDMOTHER, MRS. BAKER AND HER DAUGHTER GRACE. HIEZ AND GRACE
*ELL IN LOVE AND WERE MARRIED IN TP“ LARGE CONGREGATICONAL CEURCEH

IN YARMQUTHPORT.

¥Y BRCTHER HENRY WAS BORN IN YARMOUTHEPORT. AND LATER MY FATHER
TOOK HIS FAMILY TC HUDSON, WHERE HEE HAD A DRUGSTORE.

A MASZACHUSETTS. AND TEE - I'LL TELL ABQUT A MAN THAT USED
TO WORX FROM THAT DRUGSTORE. HE WAS A BOY IN EIGE SCHOCL RND HE
CAME TO SWEEP IT QOUT IN TEE MORNING. ANT LATER ON, AFIZR MY
FATEER MOVED AWARY, EEZ WENT BACK TC ORANGE, MASS. AND WE HEARZ
THAT THIS 20Y HAD 3ECOMEZ A SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MONTANA.

WHEEN MY DAUGHTE
CONGRESSMAN CI

R, I NG A

z E OCFTEN SAW SENATOR WHEE:Ei
CORRIDORS OF THEE CAPIT AND IN THE ELEVATORS AND 50 T
SHE NEVER GOT UP COURAGE T0O ASX HIM IF HE REMEMBERED SVW
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HER GRANDFATHER S DRUGSTORI

WELL, COMING BACX TO ORANGE, WHERE MY FATHER WEINT EBACX TC ZIS
EOMETOWN, I WAS BORN IN QORANGE. WE HAD PRETTY HOT WEATHEZR THERZ
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A YES. SHE USED TO RIDE HER BICYCLE TO VISIT HEER
IT, WHEN SHE WAS, WELL, A PRETTY GOOD AGE -

LIVE A LONG LIFE?

t1

o0
(v ]
4
o}
192}
4
4
P

SHE WAS EIGHTY FIVE. SHE LIVED HERE, IN THIS HOUSE SO WHED
WE SETTLED HERE, MY FATHER WAS A VERY BUSY MAN, OF COURSET o
WE EAD, WE DIDN'T EAVE A TELEPHONE AT THAT TIME. BUT EE '
LITTLE SFEAKING TUBE THAT WAS FUT INTO THE WALL ON THE TQGV" Gz
THE HOUSE, BESIDE THE FRONT DOOR. AND THAT SDEAPIRG TUBE HAD AN
OUTLET RIGHT ON THE FRONT WALL OUTSIDE. THE TUBE WAS INSID

WENT RIGHT UP INTO HIS BEDROOM. AND WHEN PEOPLE WOULD CO“L ir
THE NIGHT TO CALL HIM, THEY WOULD KNOCK AND THEN THEY WOULD SPEAX
UP THROUGH THAT TUBE. AND IT WAS ALMOST LIKE TALKING TEROUGHE A
TELEPHONE.

BUT IN THOSE DAYS. SOMETIMES WE WOULD HAVE DEEP SNOW IN TEE
WINTER, HERE. AND MY FATHER WOULD GO OUT, EVEN IF HE COULDN'T
USE THE HORSES, IF THE SNOW WAS TOO DEEP, HE COULDN'T USE T¢
HORSES.

TER
TE

Q EE WOULD GO RBY FOOT?

L

A HE OULD WALXK. AND THE MAN THAT CAME AT
WON'T YOU PLEASE COME, MY WIFE IS SO SICK, ‘
NO. 50 THAT WAS ONE WAY, OF TREATING THE < "
COURSE, HE HAD TWO HORSES QUT EERE IN THE BARN, AND CARRIAGES, A
MAN TO TARKE CARE OF THEM. AND HE HAD AN ENCL OS:“ ZUGGY LATER AND
I7T WAS LIKE A, JUST LIKE A BUGGY ONLY IT HAD WINDOWS ALL AROUND
i, AN ENCLOSED, BUGGY! AND THE RAINS WENT RIGHT THROUGH TH
DASHBOARD TO THE HORSE AND HE WAS PROTECTED, AND IT WAS PRETTY
NICE. BUT THAT WAS IN A LATER TIME WHEN HE STILL HAD THE HORSE,
OF COURSE.

i

JUST BEFORE HE GOT

L]

1IS FIRST AUTOMOBILE.

YES. HZ HAD VARIOUS AUTOMOBILES. THIS LITTLE
VE TOLD YOU ABOUT WITH A CURVED DASH AND WIRE Wi
LLER TO STEER IT BY, 5SUST LIKE A SEIF. THAT WAS T
EARNED TO DRIVE ON.
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Q ONE CYLINDER, DID YOU SAY?



A JUST ONE, ONE. IT WARS ONZ CYLINDER, AND YOU HAD TC STAND U3

‘
IN FRONT AND CRANK THE THIKG. AND SOMETIMES IT ZIDN'T &0
FIRST CRANX AND IT WOULD SPIN AROUND AND IT MIGHT B
JCLT ON TEE HAND. UT, I GOT 8C I COTLD START IT NELL .

TIME I WAS UPSTREET AND I ZAD TO 30 ON AN .
AT MRS. CABCT'S HO0OUSZ, SHEE WAS ACROSS TED i
DFIZLD HOUSE. AXD I HAD STOPPED TEZ CAR  AND =
ROWNED, MORE OR LESS, THEN - HIGEE=R IN TEE
N: ZD, <CAME 0OUT ND “?’TD TC START THEE CA
V’"LZ' ¥R, IT WASV'” A VERY BIG CAR. ANZ

TRYING A NUMBZIR OF TIMES I JUST GOT BACX OF IT AND CAVE

UF IN THEE MIDDLE OF TEE ROAD THEEN I COULD START IT

¥OU 3EE, Z CASOQLINE MIXTURE HAD SORT OF GONE ON ONZ 351
VERY !
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IDN'T  MI

A
ERY WELL. AND IT WOULDN'T START. SO
SOING, GOT HOME

Q BE A GENIUS. YOU TALXED INTO2  PRAYER
MEER YOUR GRANDMOTEER.

A Yz Y ZVENING MEETING.

MEETIN ER MEETINGE. I WENT

MEETIN £. BHE LIXED COMPANY.

STREET CANDLE

MIDDLE
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A z STILL HAVEZ TEEZ LANTERN,
SOMIEIWHERE. & ?ECL‘LZ—\_:\LY . SUNDAYS
FATHER SANG IN OTEER WAS R S
TZARCHER. THIS CHURCE{ .

Q@ YOU TALKED

2y
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SCHOCL LAND WAS GIVEN 70 IHE TOWY BY T
WAS THE FIRST CLASS TC GRADUATE FROM T!
GCOOD TIME. AT NOONTIMEZ WZ'D HAVE OU
PIANC AND WE'D DO THE BARN DANCE OR 8
WAS JUST A T WE HAD

I

L VR I B I

O

I USEL E MY BICYCLE UP TO THAT SCEOOL FROM HERE AND
COURSE T RAINED TOO HARD 1'D HAVE TO WALK

MIND

THEAT WENT TC

WAS IN 1908.

IN YOUR GRADUATING CLASS?

I NK IT WAS UR GRADUARTING CLASS. D
THE BOYS. IT WEREZ MORE BOYS THAN GIRLS.
. WERE THREE GIRL BOYS. UT AFTER

ARATED. WE DI ANY ALUMNI

ATIVE TO THAT
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T TC WASHINGTON?

Q THE WHOLE CLASS?
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THAT GAVE
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A I KEOPZ 8C. S0 EE HAD

T AND YOT OWER

LI WAS MARRI CETGIT

EITEZ CoTUIT.
—erm gy g o G ek i b
TEAT MY GREAT TAMESR , HZAD BTILT,
LBat, SO THAT NICE BEZ MARRIEZZ.
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